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The	  Micro	  B3	  project	  is	  funded	  from	  the	  European	  Union’s	  Seventh	  Framework	  Programme	  (	  Joint	  Call	  OCEAN.2011-‐2:	  Marine	  

microbial	  diversity	  –	  new	  insights	  into	  marine	  ecosystems	  functioning	  and	  its	  biotechnological	  potential)	  under	  the	  grant	  
agreement	  no	  287589.	  The	  Micro	  B3	  project	  is	  solely	  responsible	  for	  this	  publication.	  It	  does	  not	  represent	  the	  opinion	  of	  the	  

EU.	  The	  EU	  is	  not	  responsible	  for	  any	  use	  that	  might	  be	  made	  of	  data	  appearing	  herein. 
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Summary 
 
 
This	  questionnaire	  was	  originally	  created	  and	  discussed	  at	  the	  Micro	  B3	  Kick	  Off	  meeting	  in	  
Feb	  2012.	   It	  has	   since	  evolved	  since	  we	  quickly	  grew	  the	  number	  of	   sites	   involved	   in	  OSD	  
and	   the	   focus	   changed	   from	   capturing	   ‘expressions	   of	   interests’	   to	   a	   far	   more	   mature	  
representation	  of	  sites.	  The	  expression	  of	  interest	  parts	  of	  the	  survey	  are	  now	  encapsulated	  
on	   a	   short	   survey	   on	   the	   OSD	  website	   (community	   expressions	   of	   interest	   already	   being	  
received,	  we	  plan	  to	  advertise	  more	  widely	  soon).	  We	  now	  have	  a	  formal	  survey	  that	  meets	  
two	  criteria:	  1)	  is	  a	  formal	  description	  of	  a	  site,	  2)	  fits	  with	  the	  “Minimum	  Information	  about	  
a	  Genomic	  Observatory”	   (MIGO)	  specifically	  being	  built	  by	  OSD,	  the	  GOs	  Network	  and	  the	  
Genomic	  Standards	  Consortium	  (GSC).	  These	  descriptors	  are	  also	  the	  heart	  of	  larger	  papers	  
that	  are	  being	  written	  describing	  GOs,	  thus	  dovetailing	  this	  with	  the	  literature.	  Our	  plan	  is	  to	  
circulate	   the	   survey	   shortly	   and	  with	   the	   results	  build	   the	  Sites	  Registry.	   Sites	   in	  OSD	  Dec	  
2012	   were	   told	   they	   would	   have	   to	   register.	   The	   content	   for	   the	   Sites	   Registry	   will	   be	  
gathered	  by	  a)	  developing	  a	  questionnaire	  and	  b)	  approaching	  known	  stations	  to	  fill	  out	  the	  
survey.	  Dr	  Mesude	  Bicak	  will	  help	  all	  sites	  comply	  with	  the	  survey	  and	  keep	  all	  final	  content	  
in	   a	   g-‐doc	   ready	   for	   import	   into	   the	  Drupal	   based	   Sites	  Registry.	   The	  development	  of	   the	  
OSD	  Sites	  Registry	   in	   step	  with	   the	   formation	  of	   the	   international	  Genomic	  Observatories	  
Network	   is	  a	  very	  positive	  advance.	  The	  GOs	  Network	   is	  also	   in	  the	  GSC.	  We	  will	   then	  use	  
this	  content	   to	  populate	   the	  Sites	  Registry	  which	  will	  be	  part	  of	   the	  Micro	  B3	   Information	  
system.	  We	  plan	  to	  build	  the	  Sites	  Registry	  in	  collaboration	  with	  ILTER/GEO	  BON	  community. 
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